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LAWS OF WISCONSIN,

NOW IN FORCE IN THE

TERRITORY OF MINNESOTA,

BY PROVISION OF THE ORGANIC ACT.

Carap. XLV.—An Act concerning the construction of Statutes.

Sec. 1. Inthe construction of all statutes the following rules
shall be obscrved, unless such construction would be inconsistent
with the manifest intent of the Legislature, or rcpugnant to the
context of the same statute, that is to say:

First, All words and phrases shall be construed and understood
according to the common and approved usage of the lenguage,
but technical words and phrases, and such others as may have ac-
quired a peculiar and appropriate meaning in the law, shall be
construed and understood according to such peculiar and appro-
priate meaning.

Second, Every word importing the singular number only, may
extend and be applied to several persons or things, as well as to
one person or thing; and every word importing the plural number
only, may extend and be applied to one person orthing, as well as
to several persons or things; and every word importing the mas-
culine gender only, may extend and be applied to females, as well
as to males.

Third, All words purporting to give a joint authority to three or
more public officers, or other persons, shall be construed as giving
such authority to a majority of such officers, or other persons, un-
less it shall be otherwise expressly declared in the law giving the
authority.

Fourth, The word ““grantor’’ may be construed as including
every person from or by whem any freehold estate or interest
passes, in or by any deed; and the word ‘‘grantee” as including
every person to whom any such estate or interest passes in like
manner.
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Fifth, The word *-highway™" may le construed to include any
road laid out by the authority of the Unitod States, or of this Ter-
ritery, or of any town or county, and all bridges upon the same,

Sixth, The word *‘inhabitani™ may be construed to mean a resi-
dent in any city or town,

Seventh, The words “inFanc person’ shall be canstrued ta in-
clude every idiot, non compnz, lunatic and distracted person.

Eighth, The word “‘issuc,” asapplied to the descent of estates,
shall be construed to include a1l the lawful lincal descendants of the
ancestor,

Niuth, The words “‘land™ or *:lands’ and (e words *‘real es-
tate,”” shall be canstrued to include lands, tenements and heredita-
ments, and all rights thereto and interests thercin.

Tenth, The word ““month™ shall be construed 1o mean a calendar
month, unless otherwise expressed; and the word “year™ a enl-
endar year, unless otherwize expressed; and the word ““year™
alene, shall he equivalent to the expression “year of our Lord.™

Eleventl, The word ‘‘oath™ shall be eonstrucd to include “*aflir-
mations,”” in all cases where, by law, an allimation may be sub-
stituted for an oath; and in the like eases the word, “sworn'” shall
be construed to include the word “aflirmed. ™

Twelfth, The word “person™ may extend and be applied to
bodies politic and corporate, as well as to individuals,

Thirteenth, The words “preceding™ and “following,” when
used by way of rcference Lo any scection of any statute of this Ter-
ritory, shall be construcd to mean the section next preceding, or
next following that in which such reference is made, unless when
some other scction is expressly designated in such reference.

Fourtcenth, In all cascs in which the seal of any ¢ourt or publie
office shall be required by luw to be affixed to any paper issuing
from such court or office, the word ““seal’” shall be construed to
include nn impression of such official seal, made upon the paper
alone, as well as an impression made by means of a wafer or of
wax aftixed thereto.

Fiftcenth, The word “town’ may be construed to include all
citics and districts, unless such construction would be repugnant to
the provision of any act specially relating to such cities or districts,

Sixteenth, The term “will” shall e construed to include codi-
cils, as well as wills.

Seventeenth, The words, “written,” and “in writing,”” may be
copstrued to include printing, engraving, lithegraphing, and any
other mode of representing words and letters: Provided, however,
that in all cases where the writlen signature of any person is re-
quired by law, it shall alway= be the proper hand writing of such
person, or in ease he i< unable to write, his proper mark,

Criar, XLV.——An Act roncerning Notaries Pubhie.

Sec. 1. One or mora Notaries Public shall he appointed in
cach of the organized counties of this Territory, who shall excreise
said office for und within the county, in which he resides, and the
countica thereunio attached for judicinl purpnscs.

Sec. 2. Fach and every Notary Publie, before he enters on
the dutics of his affiee, shall taks an oath to support the constitu-
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tion of the United States, and for the faithful discharge of the duties
of his said office; and shall give a bond to the Governor, with
sufficient surety in the penal sum of five hundred dollars, condi-
tioned for the discharge of the duties of his said office: Provided,
That nothing in this act shall be construed to remove Notaries
Public now in office.

Sec. 3. Whenever the office of any Notary Public shall be-
come vacant, the records of said Notary Public, together with all
the papers relating to the office, shall be deposited in the office of
the Clerk of the District Court in the county in which the said
Notary Public resides; and any Notary Public who, on his resig-
nation or removal from office, shall neglect to deposite such records
and papers in the clerk’s office as aforesaid, for the space of three
months, shall forfeit and pay a sum not less than fiity dollars, nor
more than five hundred dollars; and if any executor or adminis-
trator of any deceased Notary Public shall neglect to lodge such
records or papers, as aforesnid, which come into his hands, in the
¢lerk’s office, for the space of three months, after the acceptance
of that trust, he shall forfeit and pay a sum not less than fifty dollars,
nor more than five hundred dollars; and if any person shall know-
ingly, destroy, deface or conceal, any records or papers of any
Notary Public, he shall forfeit and pay a sum not lese than fifty
dollars, nor more than five hundred dollars, and shall be, morcover,
liable to an action for damages by the party injured.

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of each and every Notary Public,
when any bill of exchange, promissory note, or other written in-
sttument shall be by him protested, for non-acceptance, or non-pay-
ment, to give nolice, in writing, thercof to the maker, and each
and every endorser, of a bill of exchange; and to the maker or
makers of, and eachand every security or endorser of any promis-
sory note, or other written instrument, immediately after such pro-
test shall heve been made.

See. 5. Itshall be the duty of every Notary Public, personally,
to serve the notice upon the person or persons protested against:
Provided, he or they reside within two miles of the residence of
such Notary Public; but if such person or persons reside more
than two miles of [from] such residence, the said notice may be
forwarded by mail or other safe conveynace.

Sec, 6. Each and every Notary Public shall keep a record of
all such notices, and of the time and manner, in which the same
shall have been served, and of the names of all the parties to
whom the same were directed, and the description and amount of
the instrument protested; which record sheall, at all times, be com-
petent evidence to prove such notices, in any trial, before any
court in this Territory, where proof of such potice may become
requisite,

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the several Clerks of the Dis-
trict Courts, to receive and keep safe all the records and papers
directed by this act to be deposited in their office, and give attested
copies of any of said records or papers, when required; and copies
ro given by the said clerk, are hereby declared to be as valid as if
the same had been given by the said Notaries Public: All forfeit-
ures under this act shall be, one half to the use of this Territory,
and the other half to him or them who shall sue for the same, to
he recovered in an action of debt in any court having jurisdiction
of the same, in the county where snch Notary Pubtic shall reside.
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Sec, 8. Full faith and credit shall be given to all the protesta-
tions, attestations and other instruments of publication of all Nota-
ries Public now in office, or hereafter to be appointed under the

provisions of this act.
Notaries Fublle to take acknowledgments of deeds. Bound vel., p. 179, vol. 1841-4.

Criar. XLVI.—An Act relating to Interest.

Sec. 1. That any rate of interest which persons may agree
upon, not exceeding twelve per centum per annum, shall be legal
and valid: Pwm'des, That upon all bills of exchange, promissory
notes, contracts, debts or demands, whercin the rate of interest is
not otherwise specified, it shall be computed at seven dollars, for
the giving day of payment on the sum of one hundred dollars for
one year, and after that rate for a grenter or less sum, or for a
longer or shorter time: Prorided further, That no bank or corpo-
ration, except where it is otherwise provided by their charter, shall
recover or take, directly or indirectly, more than seven per cenfum
interest for any sum or sums of money loaned.

Sec. 2. If any person or corporation shall take, nccept or re-
ceive, for giving day of payment upon any bill of exchange,
promissory hote, contract, debt or demand, a greater rate of in-
terest than is herein before limited, such person or corporation shall
forfeit three times the amount of the excess, to be recovered with
costs of suit, in the name of the person or pereons so paying any
excess of interest, in an action of assumpsit, before any court
having competent jurisdiction: Provided, That ihe suit 15 com-
menced within one ycar from the day of payment of such excesa
of interest.

R8ec. 3. This act shall take cffcct from and after its passage.

Crar. XLVTI.—An Act respectirg marks and Lrands for horses, eattle, sheep
and hogs.

8ec. 1. That it shall be the duty of the Clerks of the County
Commissioners, in each county, on the application of any peison,
resident in the county, to record a description of the marks or
brands with which such person may be desirous of marking his
horses, cattle, sheep or hogs; but the same description shall not be
recorded for more than one resident of the same township.

Sec. 2. If any person shall wilfully mark any of his horses,
cattle, sheep or hogs, with the same mark or brand previously re-
corded by a resident of the same township, and while the same
mark or brend shall be used by him, the person so offending shall
forfeit for every such offence, five dollars, to be recovered by ne-
tion of debt before any justice of the pcace, in the name and for
the use of the person whose mark or brand shall be used; and if
any persen shall wilfully mark or brand the horses, cattle, sheep
or hogs of any other person with his own brand or mark, the per-
son so offending, shall forfeit for every such offence, to the person
injured, ten doliars, to be recovered by action of deht, before any
justice of the peace, in the name and for the use of sich person;
and if any person shall wilfully destroy or alter any mark or brand
npon any cattle, horses, sheep or hags, the praperty of anather,
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